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middle schools throughout the country. No douht
he enjoyed the picture of himself as a beneficent and
enlightened patron of learning. But he was genuinely
indignant \vhen he learnt that, of one instalment of
five million dollars intended as a grant for education,
three millions had gone into the pocket of the wily
Yang, who put them into mining investments. This
was in the best traditions of Chinese officialdom, but
it was a dangerous game for Yang to play just at that
moment. Young Chang could still he, at times, the
son of his father.
The time had come for a show-down. When Yang
Yu-t'ing's venerable father celebrated a birthday in
Mukden in more than Oriental splendour, the young
Governor Chang Hsueh-Hang was the most polite
and deferential of all the guests. Two days later,
Yang Yu-t "ing and Chang Ying-huai were both in-
vited to a banquet in the Young Marshal's home.
Their host excused himself, delicately lingering a
handkerchief. Guards broke into the room, and the
two guests were summarily shot.
Tins picturesque incident was recalled at the time
of the capture of Chiang Kai-shek in Kian. Many
people believed that he had received the same kind of
hospitality.
There in a well-authenticated Htory that on the
night before tins banquet in Mukden, Chung Hsueh-
Hang toBned up a coin to decide whether to have his
enemies killed or not. The coin wa& a Yuan Shih-
k'ai silver dollar, bearing on one $ide the image of
that Caesar-minded statcttinan. "Heads" (or Yuan
shih-k'ai) "they die/' said the Young Marshal, Yuan
Shih-k'ai came up, Still uncertain, Chang tossed
again* Again it was "heads."